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Art Without Borders: Encountering Cuba

& frip arganized by Mew England gal-

lerist Michelle Wodk, envious American
friemuds raised an insistent question: “How dos
am artist make & living in Cuba?™ I'd been ask-
ing myself the very same thing.

I'd read about Cuban artists’ livelihood, and
in 2011 spoke i persan with a Havane-baned
artist about his means of suppart in the nototi-
II.-.!}l'l‘!II!d ]l:l:ﬁn'mﬂ}rnﬂiuz un'h'l_l,r.I
met Luis Rad (NOA) thanks to a loosen
nﬁnﬂ:ﬂuﬂ mestrictions for cultural exchanges.

MW s visit so he could
q:u'illlnu' of hin work at Galer(s Cubans
her retil space in the South End. It was his
fimst vimit to the Uinited States.

MO told me about “his world™ as he called
it, onee fillled wiith artmaking, besuty, soarcty,
mepressim, and hope. There seemed to be a ot of
hope; I could sense it neardy jumping off his can-
vases Yet any premneived nofions about living,
H‘ﬂti‘lﬂ,..‘ﬂmil‘ﬁmll‘!}l’-lnlﬂimh
ground in Cuba were challenged by my Sve-day
Havana crash course. One
mhwi‘ﬂijqﬂini
that Cuban artists sam a living
with help from their govem-

Cuba i in the midst of sem-
yeams, the government of
insfituted aslew of reforms.
Uine of the mimt dram atic
allows: & Emited nusmber of
Fu'uh'll:l:l.i'ﬂll.l:ul:-u
are getiing their e nbreprene ur-
ial feet wet in everything
from elegant estaurants to
makeshift street stalls hawhing
Boena Vista Socia] Club CDs.

In mamy ways, Cuban
artists have paved the way for
ﬂmpuniltdlnuwh
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of the Soviet Union. That
gropolitical crash left Culbs
debilitated spiritually and eco-
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nnniﬂﬂ:p: Iﬁifﬁhuﬂnd.hlniim‘pl:h
sanre his devaabied @lsnd Fidel Castro msde
the dedsion to permit US daollsm to droulsie
freely. Toursm nse {along with a lot of black-
market desing) and art was recognized & a
sigmificant export for the Cuban sconomy. As
the: coumntry crawled towand recovery in the
late 1990, artists were legally granted the right
ta be self-employed . An acquisitive intema-
tional n‘l:n'n:k:l:uaﬂ!]rm nﬂ'nﬁ.
]ani'lﬁ;hltpmtmmiﬂimnih'
Cuban artisss fike NOA pioneers in his country's
Whm:m With
same pracie operafing & capiblist parsdizm
within their socialist muntry, it appeams the
Cubemn government and its people ame hanking o
cubural inurism mone than ever, biling Havana
2 & “Hving, museum ™ Most foreign vis iom come
bautall of the Cubanarisss [ nierviewed see the
American market, 8 men: ninety miles away, 2
I.I'Hhi-'ﬂ‘.ll'ﬁﬂlirﬂ'llt.-ﬂ st mder-
dndhﬁirﬁﬁril‘.ﬁﬂiﬁmrmmuhmﬁt

KA, Srie fam A b O Mok aesed iy the stafs] 2012, mbed madia on carsas, 386 x 22, Courasy of Galarz
[uhana, Bastan.

ﬂ\ﬂiﬂmn‘i‘umﬂ:lﬂm‘zﬂhh’rﬂh
ﬁpmnm,hthm-dmuu:qﬁnhlt
LS trade exmbargn, they on buy art 25 & cultural
et Dirammafi o fonsign art comsurmption happens
whereza Cubans, who sam about twenty dollams
a manth, @n't afford bo.
and holds ane of ondy thinty Ecenses isued by
the US Treasury Department that allows her to
impart and sell Cuban art. The gallerist
m‘lﬁaﬂﬁn’mm to meet several Cuban
Iﬂiﬁﬂlﬁmﬂtnﬁmﬂf:ﬂnﬂh: s
sicm il oo sl In:l:url'l'uinﬁmli differences:
etwresemy lmu'il:}r'l-gmmil:-ul il-pm-
ple. while alsoserving Wiock's ongoing efiorts
i support herstable of hard-working arfists.
One of the only ways for Amerian toursts
o visit Cuba legally & on “people to people™
o lural exchanges. Henee Wioiclk partnensd
with Sivia Wilhelm of Cuba Puentes, a popu-
President Obama in 3011 . Wilhelm, who is
ﬁhrﬂmuinnl-&u‘l;!}rlwﬂlﬂtnpuh
irﬁ of econamic relsfons
betwesn her two mun-
tries. She ako hopes for
the rise in private enter-
prise to persist, yet also
believes the govemment’s
emphasis on the country’s
art and oulture is nothing
new: *Cuba hasa rich cul
ture that ddn't start in
1959 and if s not going to
enad mormow. ..
Enﬁ'lﬁ,pmri\ﬁ,
-ﬂh&vnﬁnnﬂumu
inherent i Cuba_ = i its
relentless ingenuity
Everyone seems to be figur-
ing, out ways o make
things work with what they
have. Wojilk afen quotes
an opfimistic Cubsn seni-
ment: “All things @n be
e v

Andres Sheas i a lomghime
arts and culture reporher at
N AWELR, Esin's NFR
news shrbioo, ,EETEIE'FF-
ks @ serdes oo ard i Cuie
EE““UR_IHE.



