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Violet Petyarre was born circa 1945 at Atnagkere, on the western boundary of 

Utopia Station, 250 kilometers, north-east of Alice Springs in the Northern 

Territory of Australia. Violet belongs to the Anmatyerr clan group and speaks 

Eastern Anmatyerr with English as a second language. 

 Violet Petyarre settled at Iylently (Mosquito Bore) near Utopia Station with her 

seven sisters, including Kathleen, Gloria, Nancy, Myrtle, Ada and Gina 

establishing a family camp which she still frequently re-visits today. 

 Violet commenced painting on batik and silk in 1977 and in 1988 started to paint 

with acrylics on canvas. She shares the Dreamings : Arnkerrth (Mountain Devil 

Lizard Dreaming) Engcarma (Bean) Unyara (Emu) Annlara (Pencil Yam) Kadjeta 

(Grass Seeds) Elaitchurunga (Small Brown Grass) Awelye (womens body paint 

design) with her sisters Ada, Myrtle, Jeannie, Nancy, Gloria and Kathleen. 

Violet (with her brothers and sisters) has custodial rights of the Arnkerrth 

Dreaming (Mountain Devil Lizard), which together with its associated narrative, 

is referenced in many works of Violet Petyarre. 
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